
Case Study
RESIDENTS AND CITY GOVERNMENT PARTNER TO 
CREATE COMMUNITY PARK PLAYGROUND



TUXEDO PARK
Zirconia, North Carolina

THE CUSTOMER: Located west of Charlotte, Zirconia is a small 

town in North Carolina that was in need of a community park. The 

old and vacant Tuxedo Mill that had not been in use since 2000 

was removed in order to make room for the new Tuxedo Park. 

Through a joint community partnership, the county developed the 

park with the help of residents of the community. 

Residents helped raise funds while the county recreation 

department created the park around the needs of the community.

Construction of the first phase began in the fall of 2014 and 

included design of the land, trails, parking lots, flagpole, and 

signs. Phase II included the addition of the playground, which was 

completed in September 2017. 

THE CHALLENGE: The county recreation department was in need 

of a playground that met the needs of the community. They were 

in search of park playground equipment that met the appropriate 

ages and developmental stages of all children. Cobie Ellington of 

Superior Recreation of the Carolinas, an SRP Certified Partner, was 

able to meet their needs and wants. 

“The community felt the playground was one of the most 

important components of the new park,” Karen Saine of the 

Henderson County Parks and Recreation Department said. “It 

would offer a secure place for children to play and attract families 

to the new park.” 

THE SUPERIOR SOLUTION: The Superior solution consisted of 

two recycled play structures, independent play items, and site 

furnishings. The entire play environment was designed with a 

natural color scheme. 

They chose recycled material because it offers the look of wood 

without the unwanted maintenance. Each structure includes slides, 

climbers, modular shade, and interactive activity panels. The 

playground also includes a 3-bay arched swing set. Surrounding 

the playground are site furnishings including benches and portable 

tables. 

“The park is a wonderful addition to this community and I am very 

grateful and privileged to have played an important role in the 

design and installation of this playground. It will be enjoyed for 

many years to come,” Ellington said. 

The community felt the playground was one of the 
most important components of the new park. It 
would offer a secure place for children to play and 
attract families to the new park. 

-Karen Saine
Henderson County Parks  & Recreation Department
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